
The realm of scientiþc communications has been inalter-
ably transformed by the advent of the Internet.  However, 
the World Wide Web often presents many users with a 
chaotic assemblage of data, rather than with reliable infor-
mation.  Thus, presenting your research þndings to Web 
users in a credible fashion has taken on added importance 
in todayõs research environment.  Data archives constitute 
one of the most reliable methods of providing thoroughly 
screened and permanently retrievable data for other users.  
Although this guidebook presents standards based largely 
upon British experience, its message is of universal impor-
tance to both amateur and professional archaeologists.

Every aspect of data archiving is presented in this highly 
useful volume.  Important issues such as data documenta-
tion, deposit procedures, and copyright law are thoroughly 
discussed.  In addition, consideration is given to the level of 
archiving required to create permanent data from the ephem-
eral objects so often recovered in archaeological þeldwork.  
The use of standardized software conventions is but one 
of many recommendations to ensure the survival of data 
in an ever-changing digital environment.  The choice of a 
data repository is also a critical concern.  It is important 
to select a facility that has the ability to provide accessibil-
ity and data security for the long term.  Most institutions 
(museums and universities) will be able to provide this 
commitment, but funding changes may lead to the demise 
of archives, underlining the necessity for ensuring your data 
is portable as well as accurate.  A useful glossary deciphers 
many of the acronyms used in the digital archive process.

Available in full text online <http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/
goodguides/excavation>, Digital Archives provides readers 
with sample licensing forms, access agreements, and a 
discussion of documentation and content standards.  The 
success and inÿuence of this volume may be measured by 
the large number of Web sites that provide links to the text 
as an authoritative source. 

More generally, it should be observed that translating 
your preliminary þndings or þnal research results to the 
Internet in any form is of immense beneþt in the process 
of scholarly communication.  Colleagues and students will 
have access to the latest information and can compare 
data and research þndings from an amalgam of sources to 
bolster their own research efforts.  Archiving data þndings 
also provides the added benefit of establishing historic 

time series data for other research projects.  Whether 
posting current archaeological þndings on the Internet or 
in creating permanent archives, archaeologists provide a 
valuable service to scholars in cognate disciplines such as 
anthropology, history, sociology, and other þelds.   

A þnal word of advice to those intending to establish 
digital archives is to attempt to make your work as widely 
accessible as possible.  Your institutionõs information tech-
nology staff and librarians can assist in ensuring that both 
legal requirements and cataloging standards add to the value 
of your research efforts.  Digital Archives is recommended 
for all who intend to integrate digital data archives to their 
research efforts.
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This volume contains entries on some 370 topics within 
and related to historical archaeology, written by 135 schol-
ars based in 19 countries.  Nearly half of all contributors 
currently work in nations other than the United States, and 
of the 114 entries that report on speciþc sites or cities, 
approximately two-thirds are located outside of the U.S.  
These þgures suggest and a reading of the Encyclopedia 
of Historical Archaeology conþrms the general success of 
the editorõs intent to create a reference work with a global 
orientation and òworld-wide valueó (p. xvi).  The inclusive 
nature of this volume is not limited to its internationalism, 
however.  The diversity of the encyclopediaõs entries illus-
trate the healthy variety of topical pursuits and theoretical 
approaches within historical archaeology as well as the 
disciplineõs many ties to other þelds. 

In part, the range of topics considered in this volume 
emanates from a broad understanding of historical archaeol-
ogyõs purview.  The volume treats as equally valid concep-
tualizations of historical archaeology as òthe archaeological 
investigation of any past culture that has developed a literate 
traditionó and the òstudy of the ômodern worldõó (p. xiii).  
Thus entries on colonoware and Dutch colonialism rub 
elbows with those on Vikings and Angkor, Cambodia.  The 
collective catch of this wide net is a rich, well-informed 
compendium overviewing complex processes of class forma-
tion, urbanization, culture contact, and trade networks on 
a global scale over the course of millennia and especially 
during the last þve centuries. 

The tone of most entries in the encyclopedia is 
conciliatory and undogmatic, most contributors carefully 
presenting diverse scholarly perspectives without 
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