
these surveys were mostly presented at annual sympo-
sia in Ankara and later published in their proceedings.
Erkut also assisted Nergis Cunsenin with her surveys
in the Sea of Marmara. There, he was among the team
that discovered and investigated a thirteenth-century
CE shipwreck, now in its first year of excavation.

During the summer of 1995, at Bozburun, near
Marmaris, Erkut began his first direct collaboration with
INA. He took part in the excavation of the ninth-centu-
ry CE Bozburun shipwreck under the directorship of
George Bass and Fred Hocker. Erkut became a regular
member of this project until its conclusion in the fall of
1998. In 1996, after the excavation season at Bozburun,
he also worked with Eric Rieth on the Sorbonne Uni-

versity's excavation
of the Port- Bertea u
Charante shipwreck
in France. He was
one of the few stu-
dents chosen in 1999
to represent INA in
the Black Sea project
conducted jointly by
Fred Hiebert of the
University of Penn-
sylvania's Universi-
ty Museum, Robert
Ballard of the Insti-
tute for Exploration,
and Cheryl Ward of
INA. Concurrently,
he worked on the ex-
cavation of a fifth-

century BCE shipwreck at Tektas Burnu, near Cesme,
directed by George Bass and Deborah Carlson.

However, Erkut was soon to realize that, no mat-
ter how much practical experience he gained in the field,
for his passion to bloom into a full profession he had to
compliment it with theoretical knowledge and a solid
academic background. With that goal in mind, Erkut
enrolled in the Nautical Archaeology Program at Texas
A&M in 1997 and began his coursework the next year.

His main interest was in Medieval and Ottoman
seafaring and shipbuilding. Erkut and I launched a long-
term study in 1999 of the famed Sultans' galley, the
Kadzrga, in the Naval Museum in Istanbul. I had pon-
dered its origins and constructional aspects since I first

IN MEMORIAM

Erkut Arcak
1971-2001

The unexpected loss of Erkut Arcak cost INA and
the Texas A&M University Nautical Archaeology Pro-
gram a promising student, a valued colleague, and a dear
friend. He passed away on June 9, 2001, a breezy Istanbul
evening, at the young age of thirty, suddenly and unex-
pectedly, after having visited his beloved Ottoman gal-
ley, the Kadtrga, earlier in the day. At his funeral, family
and friends related their vivid images of his joyful smile.
It is this smile that will be etched in our hearts and minds
forever. He is survived by his wife Cory and their son
Andrew, his mother Giilhan and father Yurdakul, his old-
er brother Aykut, sister-in-law Tijen, and their daughter
Berlin, and his younger brother Enver.

Although he was born in Elazig.eastem Turkey,many
of Erkut's school years
were spent in Ankara.
After graduating from
high school, he was
admitted to Middle·
Eastern Technical
University (METU),
where he received a
bachelor's degree in
Philosophy in 1996.
During his university
years, Erkut not only
found a ripe environ-
ment to foster his love
for the sea, but he also
became interested in
ancient shipwrecks.
To prepare himself
for a career in his new
passion, he applied to the graduate program of Bilkent
University's Department of Archaeology and History
of Art.

Erkut's participation in many surveys and exca-
vations galvanized his interest in the field. In his own
words, "he aspired to journey the less traveled roads."
While serving as the president of the Subaqua Society
at METU, he formed a group to investigate shipwrecks.
Apart from those conducted by INA, these surveys were
among the first of their kind in Turkey. They ranged
from ancient shipwrecks along Turkey's Mediterranean
coast off Cilicia and Iskenderun to eighteenth-century
shipwrecks of the Turco-Russian wars off Sinop, in the
Black Sea, and at Cesme, in the Aegean. The results of
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saw it at the age of fifteen. In conjunction with my study
of a late sixteenth-century Ottoman shipwreck we ex-
cavated off Bodrum in 1982 and 1983, I learned much
about the Kadirga but had simply not found the time
for an in-depth study of this remarkable vessel. The op-
portunity came when Erkut expressed his interest in
Ottoman seafaring and the Kadirgu, and invited me to
be the chairman of his thesis committee. I could not have
had a more enthusiastic, encouraging, and driven indi-
vidual with whom to work.

Erkut was nearing the completion of a prelim-
inary study for submission to A&M as his thesis for
the Master of Arts. This would have been the first
step toward a comprehensive treatise that Erkut and
I envisioned. I considered myself privileged to be col-
laborating with him on this project. We spent several
weeks for the last three summers in Istanbul recording
and studying this historic vessel. At the end of each day,
we laughed heartily at our pathetic chimney-sweep
appearance from crawling through the grimy
bowels of the ship. Back in College Station,
Erkut would spend many hours each day be-
hind the drafting table drawing and, after
checking with me, often redrawing the ship's
features. He never took any offence at my cor-
rections and requests for additional modifica-
tions. The Old World Laboratory is just not the
same without Erkut crouched over the plans of
the Kadlrga with his usual inquisitive,and some-
times puzzled, expression. He was a disci-
plined, devoted, and enthusiastic student

Erkut had great prospects for the fu-
ture. He dreamed of establishing a nautical
archaeology curriculum in an academic insti-
tution in Turkey after concluding his studies
in the United States. All the doors to his

dreams seemed to be opening when he died.
He was already regarded by some as the fu-
ture of nautical archaeology in Turkey, and
as having a major role in the future of INA's
Turkish branch.

Erkut always made time for his friends
and for soccer,an activity he pursued diligent-
ly in the amateur league in his native Turkey.
He was also an ardent scuba diver. Erkut felt
completely at home under water. In the flur-
ry of his archaeological activities, he operat-
ed his own diving school between 1995 and
1998,and certified countless sport divers. He
took his students to Kas in southern Turkey
for most of their training dives-a region he
loved for its crystal-clear waters and excellent
diving. A dive site there is now named after

him and a marble and titanium plaque placed on the
seabed in his memory reminds scuba divers ofhis kind-
ness and dedication.

Erkut was a close friend to all and touched each
person in a special way. He was dependable-a confi-
dante who always managed to express a genuine inter-
est in the lives of his companions. He made them feel
that every day was a special one. His radiant smile and
friendly personality made him equally special to us.

Erkut was laid to rest in his land-locked home
city of Ankara, the parched earth over his grave
quenched with seawater from his beloved Kas.His tem-
porary tombstone bore the words, "Erkut Arcak, div-
ing to eternity," now replaced with, "Carpe Diem." We
are left with a void that can never be filled and we miss
him terribly. An old African adage says "a man is never
truly dead until he is forgotten." Erkut Arcak lives, for
those whose lives he enriched will always remember
him. td

Cemal Pulak
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